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“Connecting CF community with Resources”

OUR MISSION:
We exist to fund research, to provide 

educational and personal support, and to 
spread awareness of cystic fibrosis, 
a life-threatening genetic disease.
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What is
Cystic Fibrosis?
CF is an inherited disease that affects the 
respiratory, digestive and reproductive 
systems. CF occurs in all races and nation-
alities. One in thirty-one Americans is a 
symptomless carrier. 

Approximately 30,000 Americans have 
this life-threatening disease. While there 
is currently no cure, your donations fund 
research that brings us closer everyday.

What Progress Has
Been Made Since 
CF Was First Identified?
CF was first identified in 1938. At that 
time children with CF rarely survived 
early childhood. Today, thanks to 
innovative research which has led to new 
medications, treatments, and lung trans-
plantation, the average life span is thirty-
seven years and growing!

Whom Does 
CFRI Serve?
CFRI serves anyone living with or affected 
by cystic fibrosis. This includes individuals 
with CF, their parents and family mem-
bers, researchers, health care providers 

and medical industry professionals. Hun-
dreds of volunteers help CFRI to accom-
plish its mission.

What Programs and 
Services Do We Provide?
In 2008, CFRI funded seven researchers 
investigating medical and scientific 
methods to improve treatments and 
medications which may ultimately lead 
to a cure for CF. We also provided resources 
to support the CF community such as our 
annual education conference, teen and 
adult retreat, support groups, community 
outreach and advocacy programs, infor-
mational website, educational materials 
and newsletters.

Founded in 1975, CFRI has funded more 
than eighty CF research professionals, 
many of whom remain active in the 
field today.
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For a second year in a row, CFRI was awarded the highest four-star rating from 
Charity Navigator. Nationally, only 18% of charities qualified for this high rating.
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“Getting educated and 
motivated is easier to do 

when we have a community 
of like-minded people 

working together, supporting 
one another, sharing our 
stories and believing we 

make a difference”
–Susan Biggar,

Camberwell, Australia
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